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How Does Learning Happen? Ontario’s Pedagogy for the Early Years 

Why use 'How Does Learning Happen?' 

How Does Learning Happen? Ontario’s Pedagogy for the Early Years is a key component of On-

tario’s vision for the early years that was released in January 2013 as part of the Ontario Early 

Years Policy Framework. The visions is articulated as follows: 

“Ontario’s children and families are well supported by a system of responsive, high-quality, acces-

sible, and increasingly integrated early years programs and services that contribute to healthy 

child development today and a stronger future tomorrow.” – Ministry of Education, Ontario 

What is 'How Does Learning Happen?' 

How Does Learning Happen? is unique because of the strong pedagogical focus of the docu-

ment. As defined in the Ministry of Education’s Early Learning for Every Child Today (ELECT), the 

word pedagogy means “the understanding of how learning takes place and the philosophy and 

practice that support that understanding of learning”. That is, pedagogy is not a prescriptive for-

mula that lays out curriculum or activities you must undertake as a licensed child care centre in 

Ontario to meet specific government requirements. Instead, the document asks as many ques-

tions as it provides answers to encourage educators to challenge the status quo and explore how 

learning happens for children. 

The Four Foundations of 'How Does Learning Happen?' 

How Does Learning Happen? is organized 

around four foundational conditions that 

are considered to be essential to optimal 

learning and healthy development for chil-

dren: Belonging, Well-being, Engagement, 

and Expression. The four foundations apply 

regardless of the child’s age, ability, cul-

ture, language, geography, or setting. Un-

like a structured curriculum, the conditions 

are high-level states of being that children 

naturally seek for themselves and should 

not necessarily be viewed as separate ele-

ments. 

How Does Learning Happen? also sets out a shared understanding of children, families, and edu-

cators, all of whom are central to applying the four foundations. The document explains how edu-

cators should aim to participate as co-learners with families and children – learning with children, 

about children, and from children. This is in refreshing contrast to traditional methods of teaching 

that are often too focused on one way direction from the teacher to the child. 

http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/childcare/oelf/continuum/continuum.pdf


All program calendars, newsletters and menus can be found on the family place  

website...thefamilyplacechildcare.com 

Important Notes of Interest: 

If schools close due to inclement weather, The Family Place will also be closed. 

Linking Emergent Curriculum and the ELECT Tool 

Early Learning for Every Child Today (ELECT) is a guide that provides on-going      
support to curriculum and Pedagogy in Ontario’s early childhood settings, including 
child care centres and kindergarten classrooms. The ELECT document complements 
specific curricular and pedagogical approaches, early identification protocols and 
regulated requirements that are currently in place in early childhood settings 
throughout Ontario. This document features a series of developmental skills and a 
shared language that provides guidance and support to Early Childhood Educators 
(RECE) who work together in Early Childhood settings and Before and After School 
Programs such as The Family Place. 
 

Our staff will be conducting observations, for each child in attendance, using this 
ELECT document.  If you would like to view any of the documentation we are doing 
please do not hesitate to speak to your child’s teacher. 
 


